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what aspects can we share? 
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“Enrich” as well as “clean.” 



Yearly values of a ratio between two wordlists in 
three different genres. 4,275 volumes. 1700-1899. 





“representative?” 



analyzing the data 

cleaning the data 



“clean” is relative 
 



different projects will strike a 
different balance between 

precision and recall 
 
 

makes it tricky to share resources 



Cleaning the data 

1.  Clean up the OCR / assess error. 

2.  Identify parts of a volume (e.g., 
articles in a serial, poetry/prose). 

3.  Remove library bookplates and 

running headers — after using them 

for (3). 
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Cleaning/enriching the 
metadata 

1.  “18??” 

2.  Discard duplicate volumes / select early 
editions? 

3.  Add metadata that you need for 
interpretive purposes, like 

— gender (see Ben Schmidt’s technique), 

— genre. 



first stab at genre – naive Bayes 



Things we could share 

period lexicons / variant spellings 

gazetteers of proper nouns 

OCR correction rules for a period 

document segmentation and/or cleaned 
 and segmented text 

ferberization 

cleaned / enriched metadata 

code to do all of the above 



get clues from metadata 
 

break vols into parts 
 

ensemble / boosting 
 

active learning 



active learning: documents classified as “fiction,” 
plotted by confidence in classification (y axis). Red 

points are misclassified.  


