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Background

◆ 2011: Constitutional Convention, Ballot Measure

“facilitate collective action to create a comprehensive 
digital corpus of U.S. federal publications including those 
issued by GPO and other federal agencies”

◆ 2014: Program Steering Committee, Government Documents 

Initiative Planning and Advisory Working Group, Status Report 

and Recommendations

 “…substantive and sustained action”

◆ 2016: U.S. Federal Government Documents Program

     759,884 US federal government documents ->
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U.S. Federal Government Documents Program

Expand & enhance digital access to U.S. federal publications in HathiTrust

◆ Build a comprehensive HathiTrust digital collection of federal documents 

that are distributed in print format as part of the Federal Depository 

Library Program. 

◆ Ensure that the HathiTrust federal documents collection and services 

participate in and benefit from HathiTrust initiatives including improved 

quality, shared print collection management, collection development, 

enhanced resource discovery, and broader access to scholarly materials.

◆ Solve shared problems related to identifying, cataloging, digitizing, 

organizing, preserving, hosting, and providing access to all U.S. federal 

documents, not only those currently represented in HathiTrust.



10 November 2016 #HTMM16

https://www.hathitrust.org/usdocs_registry
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Collection profile 

◆Produce an initial internal profile report to be distributed to 
partners/stakeholders

◆Establish baseline metrics

◆Enable HathiTrust staff to identify opportunities for 
collaborative collection building and refinement

◆Gain experience towards figuring out the best method for 
providing ongoing regular updates of the descriptive analysis 
of collections
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Contributors of federal documents



Volumes by SuDoc Number

SuDoc Agency Vols

Y 4 Congress 78756

Y 3 Congress 20933

A 13 Agriculture 12546

NAS 1 National Aeronautics and Space Administration 9892

I 28 Interior Department 9277

Y 1 Congress 9136

C 3 Commerce Department 6947

HE 20 Health and Human Services Department 5942

GA 1 Government Accountability Office 5874

I 19 Interior Department 4848

D 101 Defense Department 4793

S 1 State Department 4335

A 1 Agriculture 4270

C 13 Commerce Department 3882

ED 1 Education Department 2765
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Publications by year
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Comprehensive?
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HathiTrust Federal Documents Advisory Committee 
(FDAC)

Kirsten Clark
Director, Access and Information Services
University of Minnesota

Judy Russell
Dean of University Libraries
University of Florida

Michael Norman
Head of Content Access Management
University of Illinois

Barbie Selby
Director of Information Services
University of Virginia

Prue Adler
Associate Executive Director, Federal Relations 
and Information Policy,
Association of Research Libraries

Ivy Anderson
Director of Collection Development and 
Management
California Digital Library
(Program Steering Committee Liaison)

Beth Dupuis
Associate University Librarian for Educational 
Initiatives and User Services &
Director of Doe, Moffitt, and the Subject Specialty 
Libraries
University of California, Berkeley

Heather Christenson
Program Officer for Federal Documents & 
Collections
HathiTrust
(Non-voting Chair)
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U.S. Federal Government Documents
 Program Plan

◆Build the collection
•Establish collection development framework
•Assess current state of the collection and establish reporting
•Coordinate digitization and develop collaborative digitization projects
•Address already digitized and born digital documents

◆Improve discovery & access
•Open up more documents via improved bibliographic data and rights review
•Shared print commitments for monographs
•Improve user experience
•Ensure quality
•Build specific collections using Collection Builder
•Explore possibilities for engagement with Research Center

◆Communications & community
•Establish strategic communications
•Develop projects to engage the community



Thank You
Heather Christenson

christeh@hathitrust.org
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http://www.hathitrust.org/



